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Appendix I
Extract from the Report of the Registrar General for Ireland 1906.
Tuberculosis
In my Annual Report for the year 1905 I had the honour of inviting Your
Excellency's especial attention to the havoc which the disease known as
tuberculosis is making amongst His Majesty's subjects in Ireland. I feel that it is
my duty again to ask your gracious consideration of this important matter which
recurs in the Report I now have the honour of submitting.
In introducing this subject, I may state that the fall of the mortality rate for
tuberculous disease in England and Wales during the 42 years from 1864 to
1905, as may be seen in the diagram facing this page, is a proof that the disease
is at least capable of being.successfully combated, and for the purposes of the
militant sanitarian may be looked upon as a preventable disease. I cannot, Your
Excellency, say that it is a matter of much congratulation that the high death rate
of 2-9 per 1,000 in the year 1904 for all forms of tuberculous disease has
declined to 2-7 per 1,000 in the years 1905 and 1906. When I come to
enumerate the figures which I have compiled, I find that there were 11,756
victims, inhabitants of Ireland; in other words, out of a total of 74,427 deaths
registered in Ireland during the year 1906, no less than 11,756, or 15 8 per cent,
were sacrificed to a disease which is in a great degree preventable. It is a difficult
matter for me to dissociate myself from responsibility in such appalling
circumstances, and I cannot feel that my duty terminates in merely collecting and
classifying these most depressing statistics. Year after year these facts are
published, and although the members ofthe medical profession are strenuous in
trying to awaken the public mind to a state of affairs that can only be considered
as destructive to the community, yet, comparatively speaking, our countrymen
are not alive to the dangers which threaten them.
No doubt many efforts have been and are still being made with a view of
combating the scourge. Amongst these agencies may be mentioned the National
Society for the Prevention of Consumption and other forms of Tuberculosis,
which has done good service in drawing attention to the ravages of the disease,
while the Women's National Health Association of Ireland, recently inaugurated
and presided over by Her Excellency the Countess ofAberdeen, will no doubt aid
materially in bringing prominently forward the importance of this and other
pressing questions of hygienic interest.
Our people have shown that they are not slow to appreciate the benefits of
vaccination as a protection from small.-pox, and when they are thoroughly
awakened as to the infectious character of tuberculous disease they will be the
first themselves to aid in its prevention.
The death rates for all forms of tuberculous disease in Ireland for the 43 years
1864 -1906 as compared with those in England and Wales and Scotland, show
that while in England the rate has declined from 3 3 per 1,000 in 1864 to 1v6 per
1,000 in 1905, and in Scotland from 3-6 per 1,000 in 1864 to 2-1 per 1,000
in 1905, it has risen in Ireland from 2-4 per 1,000 in 1864 to 2-9 in 1904 and
to 2-7 per 1,000 in 1905 and 1906.Thedeathsfromall formsoftuberculousdisease, amountingasbeforementioned,
to 11,756, include 8,933 deaths (of males 4,412 and of females 4,521) from
tuberculous phthisis (phthisis); 797 deaths from tuberculous meningitis (ofmales
394 and of females 403); 299 deaths from tuberculous peritonitis (of males 135
and of females 164); 167 deaths from tabes mesenterica (of males 84 and of
females 83); 12 deaths from lupus (of males 3 and of females 9); 633 deaths
attributed to tuberculous diseases of other organs (of males 352 and of females
281); 858 deaths returned as from tuberculosis or general tuberculosis (of males
411 and of females 447); and 57 deaths returned as from scrofula (of males 29
and of females 28).
Tuberculous Phthisis. The deaths from tuberculous phthisis, including those
returned as from Phthisis, were 8,933 in number, and represent an annual rate of
2-4 per 1,000 of the estimated population. A reference to the following tabular
statement shows the respective death rates per 1,000 of the population for
Ireland during the year 1906, by sexes, and age-periods. Table XIV on page xxv,
gives particulars for a period of 36 years regarding deaths from all forms of
tuberculous disease in Ireland; and on pages 114- 115 of the abstracts the
number of deaths by age-periods and sexes is given for the different forms ofthe
disease; there it may be seen that by far the greater number of the decedents
were in the effective age periods of life, the highest number for both sexes falling
in the age period between 25 and 35 years.
The following tabular statement shows, by sexes and by certain age periods, the
total number of deaths from phthisis registered in Ireland during the year 1906,
with the respective death rates per 1,000 living at each age period.
AGE
PERIODS
0- 5 years
5-10 ,,
10-15 ,,
15-20 ,,
20-25 ,,
25-35 ,,
35-45 ,,
45-55 ,,
55-65 ,,
65 and upwards
Total all ages
Deaths from
Total ofboth Sexes
Number Rate per
1,000
152 0-35
140 0-32
367 0-81
1,072 2-30
1,444 3-30
2,573 3-98
1,557 3-28
873 2-15
520 1-50
235 0-84
8,933 2-04
Phthisis in Ireland
Of Males
Number Rate per
1,000
80 0-36
50 0-22
117 0-50
421 1-81
730 3-40
1,292 4-07
781 3-38
498 2-59
297 1-77
146 1-04
4,412 2-03
OfFemales
Number Rate per
1,000
72 0-34
90 0-41
250 1-13
651 2-80
714 3-21
1,281 3-90
776 3-18
375 1-75
223 1-25
89 0-64
4,521 2-04
Tuberculous Meningitis. The total deaths (797) correspond to an annual rate of
0-18 per 1,000 of the estimated population, the deaths of males (394) to a rate
of 0-18 per 1,000 of the estimated male population; and the deaths of females
(403) to a rate of 0-18 per 1,000 of the estimated female population of the
country. Of the males who succumbed, 196 were under the age of 5 years, and
of the females 190 were under 5 years of age.
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Tuberculous Peritonitis. Thedeaths from tuberculous peritonitis, including those
returned as from tabes mesenterica, numbered 466, and are equal to a rate of
0-11 per 1,000 of the estimated population. Of the deaths, 219 were of males
and 247 were of females.
Other Tuberculous Diseases. The deaths from lupus, tuberculous disease of
other organs, tuberculosis, general tuberculosis and scrofula in the aggregate
numbered 1,560, and represent a rate of 0*36 per 1,000 of the estimated
population. Of this total 795 were deaths of males, and 765 were deaths of
females.
Appendix II
Extractfrom theReport oftheRegistrar GeneralforNorthern Ireland 1984.
Tuberculosis
Deaths from this cause numbered 13 compared with 14 in 1983. The rate of
0-01 per 1,000 population is the same as that for 1983. There were 3 deaths
from the late effectsoftuberculosis in 1984. Although not related tothe condition
taken to have initiated the sequence of events leading to death, tuberculosis was
also an important contributory factor in a further 13 deaths.
The tuberculosis death rates for England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish
Republic in 1984 were 0-02, 0-02 and 0-02 respectively.
Northern Ireland: Deaths and death rates from tuberculosis (all forms), 1926,
1937, 1951, 1961, 1966, 1971 and 1974-1984.
MALES FEMALES PERSONS
Number Rate per Number Rate per Number Rate per
Year of 1,000 of of 1,000 of of 1,000 of
deaths the estimated deaths the estimated deaths the estimated
male female population
population population
1926 849 1-40 992 1*53 1,841 1-47
1937 627 1-00 624 0*95 1,251 0-98
1951 342 0-51 275 0*39 617 0-45
1961 75 0*11 30 0-04 105 0.07
1966 39 0*05 18 0*02 57 0-04
1971 30 0*04 13 0*02 43 0*03
1976 15 0*02 19 0-02 34 0*02
1977 25 0.03 7 0X01 32 0-02
1978 21 0X03 4 0*01 25 0-02
1979 20 0-03 4 0*01 24 0*02
1980 19 0*02 8 0*01 27 0*02
1981 7 0*01 13 0*02 20 0-01
1982 6 0*01 6 0*01 12 0*01
1983 7 0*01 7 0*01 14 0-01
1984 7 0*01 6 0*01 13 0*01